
     HEALTH AND SAFETY 

     COVID 19 ANNEX 

This document supports the full Health and Safety Policy and the COVID risk 

assessment  for Bedford Nursery Schools Federation and should be read in 

conjunction with these. 

Cleaning  

Schools are also taking account of the increased cleaning required and refer to: 

https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/covid-19-decontamination-in-non-

healthcare-settings/covid-19-decontamination-in-non-healthcare-settings for full 

advice. 

The school also refers to  

https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/actions-for-schools-during-the-

coronavirus-outbreak/guidance-for-full-opening-schools#section-1-public-health-

advice-to-minimise-coronavirus-covid-19-risks  

https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/safe-working-in-education-childcare-

and-childrens-social-care#history  

to ensure that all safety precautions are being taken to ensure as safe a re-opening 

as possible to the wider school community. 

PPE – Personal Protective Equipment  

PPE of gloves, aprons, face masks and visors are available in school for any 

practitioner to use.  

Guidance on the use of PPE should be followed.  At this time it is not recommended 

for general use in nursery schools. See extract from 

https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/actions-for-schools-during-the-

coronavirus-outbreak/guidance-for-full-opening-schools#section-1-public-health-

advice-to-minimise-coronavirus-covid-19-risks  

The government is not recommending universal use of face coverings in all schools. Schools 

that teach children in years 7 and above and which are not under specific local restriction 

measures will have the discretion to require face coverings for pupils, staff and visitors in 

areas outside the classroom where social distancing cannot easily be maintained, such as 

corridors and communal areas and it has been deemed appropriate in those circumstances. 

Primary school children will not need to wear a face covering. 

In particular, schools that teach years 7 and above may decide to recommend the wearing 

of face coverings for pupils, staff or visitors in communal areas outside the classroom where 

the layout of the schools makes it difficult to maintain social distancing when staff and pupils 

are moving around the premises, for example, corridors. 

In primary schools where social distancing is not possible in areas outside of classrooms 

between members of staff or visitors, for example in staffrooms, headteachers will have the 
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discretion to decide whether to ask staff or visitors to wear, or agree to them wearing face 

coverings in these circumstances. 

Based on current evidence and the measures that schools are already putting in place, such 

as the system of controls and consistent bubbles, face coverings will not be necessary in the 

classroom even where social distancing is not possible. Face coverings would have a 

negative impact on teaching and their use in the classroom should be avoided. 

Where local restrictions apply 

In areas where local lockdowns or restrictions are in place, face coverings should be worn by 

adults and pupils (in years 7 and above) in areas outside classrooms when moving around 

communal areas where social distancing is difficult to maintain such as corridors. 

In the event of new local restrictions being imposed, schools will need to communicate 

quickly and clearly to staff, parents, pupils that the new arrangements require the use of face 

coverings in certain circumstances. 

Disposal of potentially infectious materials  

We refer to the Government guidance on disposal of waste as follows: 

“Personal waste from individuals with symptoms of COVID-19 and waste from cleaning of 

areas where they have been (including PPE, disposable cloths and used tissues): 

1. Should be put in a plastic rubbish bag and tied when full 

2. The plastic bag should then be placed in a second bin bag and tied 

3. This should be put in a suitable and secure place and marked for storage until the 

individual’s test results are known 

This waste should be stored safely and kept away from children. It should not be placed in 

communal waste areas until negative test results are known, or the waste has been stored for 

at least 72 hours. 

If the individual tests negative, this can be disposed of immediately with the normal waste. 

If COVID-19 is confirmed this waste should be stored for at least 72 hours before disposal with 

normal waste. 

If during an emergency you need to remove the waste before 72 hours, it must be treated as 

Category B infectious waste. You must: 

 keep it separate from your other waste 

 arrange for collection by a specialist contractor as hazardous waste” 

 

Full guidance at: https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/covid-19-

decontamination-in-non-healthcare-settings/covid-19-decontamination-in-non-

healthcare-settings  
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