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Safeguarding / Child Protection Policy 

 

άSafeguarding and promoting the welfare of children is defined as:  

ω ǇǊƻǾƛŘƛƴƎ ƘŜƭǇ ŀƴŘ ǎǳǇǇƻǊǘ ǘƻ ƳŜŜǘ ǘƘŜ ƴŜŜŘǎ ƻŦ ŎƘƛƭŘǊŜƴ ŀǎ ǎƻƻƴ ŀǎ ǇǊƻōƭŜƳǎ ŜƳŜǊƎŜ  

ω ǇǊƻǘŜŎǘƛƴƎ ŎƘƛƭŘǊŜƴ ŦǊƻƳ ƳŀƭǘǊŜŀǘƳŜƴǘΣ ǿƘŜǘƘŜǊ ǘƘŀǘ ƛǎ ǿƛǘƘƛƴ ƻǊ ƻǳǘǎƛŘŜ ǘƘŜ ƘƻƳŜΣ ƛƴŎƭǳŘƛƴƎ ƻƴƭƛƴŜ  

ω ǇǊŜǾŜƴǘƛƴƎ ƛƳǇŀƛǊƳŜƴǘ ƻŦ ŎƘƛƭŘǊŜƴΩǎ ƳŜƴǘŀƭ ŀƴŘ ǇƘȅǎƛŎŀƭ ƘŜŀƭǘƘ ƻǊ ŘŜǾŜƭƻǇƳŜƴǘ  

ω ŜƴǎǳǊƛƴƎ ǘƘŀǘ ŎƘƛƭŘǊŜƴ ƎǊƻǿ ǳǇ ƛƴ ŎƛǊŎǳƳǎǘŀƴŎŜǎ ŎƻƴǎƛǎǘŜƴǘ ǿƛǘƘ ǘƘŜ ǇǊƻǾƛǎƛƻƴ ƻŦ ǎŀŦŜ ŀƴŘ ŜŦŦŜŎǘƛǾŜ ŎŀǊŜ  

ω ǇǊƻƳƻǘƛƴƎ ǘƘŜ ǳǇōǊƛƴƎƛƴƎ ƻŦ ŎƘƛƭŘǊŜƴ ǿƛǘƘ ǘƘŜƛǊ ōƛǊǘƘ ǇŀǊŜƴǘǎΣ ƻǊ ƻǘƘŜǊǿƛǎŜ ǘƘŜƛǊ ŦŀƳƛƭȅ ƴŜǘǿƻǊƪ ǘƘǊƻǳƎƘ ŀ 

kinship care arrangement, whenever possible and where this is in the best interests of the children  

ω ǘŀƪƛƴƎ ŀŎǘƛƻƴ ǘƻ ŜƴŀōƭŜ ŀƭƭ ŎƘƛƭŘǊŜƴ ǘƻ ƘŀǾŜ ǘƘŜ ōŜǎǘ ƻǳǘŎƻƳŜǎ ƛƴ ƭƛƴŜ ǿƛǘƘ ǘƘŜ ƻǳǘŎƻƳŜǎ ǎŜǘ ƻǳǘ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ /ƘƛƭŘǊŜƴΩǎ 

Social Care National Framework.  

 

Child protection is part of safeguarding and promoting the welfare of children and is defined as activity that is 

undertaken to protect specific children who are suspected to be suffering, or likely to suffer, significant harm. This 

includes harm that occuǊǎ ƛƴǎƛŘŜ ƻǊ ƻǳǘǎƛŘŜ ǘƘŜ ƘƻƳŜΣ ƛƴŎƭǳŘƛƴƎ ƻƴƭƛƴŜΦέ ό²ƻǊƪƛƴƎ ¢ƻƎŜǘƘŜǊ нлноύ 

 

Safeguarding incidents can happen anywhere and staff should be alert to possible concerns being raised in school, 

at home, online or within the wider community. 

 

All staff including may raise concerns directly with Local AǳǘƘƻǊƛǘȅ ŎƘƛƭŘǊŜƴΩǎ ǎƻŎƛŀƭ care services should they feel it 

necessary. 

This Safeguarding/Child Protection Policy forms part of a suite of documents and policies which relate to the 

safeguarding responsibilities of the school and should be read in conjunction with the Whistleblowing Policy, Well 

Being (Behaviour) Policy, Staff Code of Conduct,  Attendance Policy, Health and Safety Policy, Anti-Bullying Policy, 

Safer Recruitment Policy, PREVENT Policy, Online/E Safety Policy, Confidentiality Policy and Data Protection Policy.   

Updated:  September 2025 

Approved by governors:    September 2025 

Review date:  As changes happen (Sept 2026) 
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Purpose of the Policy 

This policy is designed to inform staff (including supply staff and contractors), parents, volunteers and governors 

ŀōƻǳǘ ǘƘŜ ǎŎƘƻƻƭΩǎ ǊŜǎǇƻƴǎƛōƛƭƛǘƛŜǎ ŦƻǊ ǎŀŦŜƎǳŀǊŘƛƴƎ ŎƘƛƭŘǊŜƴ ŀƴŘ ǘƻ ŜƴŀōƭŜ ŜǾŜǊȅƻƴŜ ǘƻ ƘŀǾŜ ŀ ŎƭŜŀǊ ǳƴŘŜǊǎǘŀƴŘƛƴƎ 

of how these responsibilities should be carried out. 

 

The school adheres to child protection procedures established by the Bedford Borough Safeguarding Children 
PartnershipΩǎ Multi Agency Safeguarding Arrangements (MASAs), implemented in September 2019 Ψtŀƴ 
.ŜŘŦƻǊŘǎƘƛǊŜ {ŀŦŜƎǳŀǊŘƛƴƎ /ƘƛƭŘǊŜƴ tŀǊǘƴŜǊǎƘƛǇΩΦ 
https://www.bedford.gov.uk/social-care-health-and-community/children-young-people/safeguarding-children-
board/ 
 
It provides a guide to procedure and practice for all agencies in Bedford Borough working with children and their 
families.  Where we identify children and families in need of support, we will carry out our responsibilities in 
accordance with Bedford Borough Safeguarding board threshold. 
 
School Staff, Supply Staff, Students and Volunteers 
School staff, supply staff, students and volunteers are particularly well placed to observe outward signs of abuse, 
changes in behaviour and failure to develop and thrive because they have daily contact with children. 
All school staff, students and volunteers will receive safeguarding children training so that they are 
knowledgeable and aware of their role in the early recognition of the indicators of abuse or neglect and of the 
appropriate procedures to follow.  This training is refreshed at the beginning of each term, our designated person 
delivers this update.  Temporary staff, students and volunteers will be made aware of the safeguarding policy and 
procedures as part of the induction process.  All staff and long term volunteers will be DBS cleared at enhanced 
level and no volunteer or visitor will be left unsupervised at any time whilst in the school.  Training is also 
ŀǾŀƛƭŀōƭŜ ǘƻ ǎǘŀŦŦ Ǿƛŀ Ψ{ŀŦŜƎǳŀǊŘƛƴƎ .ŜŘŦƻǊŘǎƘƛǊŜΩ ǘƘŜ Ƴǳƭǘƛ-agency provider: 
https://www.safeguardingbedfordshiretraining.co.uk/ 
 
Mission Statement 
At Bedford Nursery Schools Federation we will: 
Establish and maintain an environment where children feel secure, are encouraged to talk and are listened to 
when they have a worry or concern.  
Establish and maintain an environment where school staff and volunteers feel safe, are encouraged to talk and 
are listened to when they have concerns about the safety and well-being of a child. 
Ensure children know that there are adults in the school whom they can approach if they are worried. 
Ensure that children who have been abused will be supported in line with a child protection plan, where deemed 
necessary. 
 
/ƻƴǘǊƛōǳǘŜ ǘƻ ǘƘŜ ŦƛǾŜ ƻǳǘŎƻƳŜǎ ǿƘƛŎƘ ŀǊŜ ƪŜȅ ǘƻ ŎƘƛƭŘǊŜƴΩǎ ǿŜƭƭ-being: 

�ƒ Be healthy 
�ƒ Stay safe 
�ƒ Enjoy and achieve 
�ƒ Make a positive contribution 
�ƒ Achieve economic well being    

 
Implementation, monitoring and review of the policy 
This policy will be reviewed annually by the designated governor and the designated person and any amendments 
will be shared with staff and the governing body as appropriate.  It will be implemented through the schools 
induction and training programme, and as part of day to day practice.  Compliance with the policy will be 
monitored by the designated senior person and through staff performance measure. 
 

 
 
 
 

https://bbcdevwebfiles.blob.core.windows.net/webfiles/Social%20Care%20Health%20and%20Community/Children%20and%20Young%20People/Safeguarding%20Children%20Board/Final%20BBSCB%20MASA%20May%202019%20_with%20signatures_.docx
https://www.bedford.gov.uk/social-care-health-and-community/children-young-people/safeguarding-children-board/
https://www.bedford.gov.uk/social-care-health-and-community/children-young-people/safeguarding-children-board/
https://www.safeguardingbedfordshiretraining.co.uk/

